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average April deaths for the previous 14 years is 42 12-1 4th, ranging from
•27in. 180'J to 54 in 1804. No year had less than M, but tlie present one
and 18<;i). Under one year of age there were 5 deaths ; from 1 to 5 one death ;
from 5 to 10 tlie «leatlis were .'i ; from 10 to 15 one death ; from 15 to 20 one
death ; from 20 to (U) the deaths were 8 ; and at (50 and all ages above, 9,
tho oldest being 88 years old. So equal a distribution in the various groups
of ages is a very rare occurrence. 12 only were males, 10 females, the disparity
of the sexes being usually just the reverse. No epidemic disease was pre-
valent, and in all the Zinnotic class there were only 2 deaths, from diarrhcna,
aged 5 weeks and 15 months respectively. Consumption causerl 4 deaths, one
a native of Tasmania, the rest born in England, Ireland, and Scotland re-
pectively. The last was only a visitor for health from Ceylon. The public
Hospitd had only .3 deaths, one of which cam3 from another registration
district, another was from burns on which an inquest, the only one in the
month, was held. At the Brickfields Male Invalid establishment there was
only one death, but at the Cascades there were 5.
MAY, 1871.
Private Observatory, Hobart Town.
1
a
2
a
Ledjing, Flowering, and Fruiting ofa feio Standard Plants in the Royal Society's Gardens
during the month.
12th.—Medlar commencing to ripen.
18th.—Coronilla glauca commencing to flower.
20th.—Photinia serrnlata ditto ditto.
24th.—Diosnia alba ditto ditto.
2.5th.—Spirea prunifolia ditto ditto.
26th.—Ailanthus glandulosus leaves all fallen.
Barometer mean, 30 'OTlin., being 224in. above the average.
Temperature mean, 52-98°, being 270° above the ditto.
Solar intensity mean, 78-31°, being 3T)G° below the ditto.
Dew point mean, 45 '0', being 152° above the ditto.
Humidity of air mean, '78, being '02 per cent, above the ditto
Elastic force of vapour mean, "311, being '009 per cent, above the ditto.
Total amount of rain, 0'6t)in., being llSin. below theiditto.
Increase of spontaneous evaporation on rainfall, O'GOin.
Mean amount of ozone, 5-3Gin., being 144 of cliromatic scale below the ditto.
A small amount of electricity all through the month.
The early part of the month was notable for a large amount of cloud, and a frequent
register of calms, with dewy mornings, and low vapour.
Snow on the apex of Mount Wellington on the 29th.
On the 30th the mountain and low hiUa were capped with snow. FRANCIS ABBOTT.
NOTES ON THE METEOROLOGY AND MORTALITY OF
THE MONTH OF MAY, 1871.
By Dr. E. Swarbreck Hall.
The character of the weather during the month was in almost every aspect
abnormal. Very high atmospheric pressure, very calm, very mild, very
cloudy, little rain, little ozone, little sunshine, little electricity. The deaths
were considerably below the average of the previous 14 years, falling princi-
pally ujion aged and infirm people, nearly one-half of the deaths being
at and above 60 years old,the oldest 84. Under 20 the deaths were remarkably
few.
Atmospheric pressure mean, 30*071, was
-f- '224 above the 25 years' adopted
standard mean. Only three Mays in the previous 30 years have had higher
means. The maximum was 30 "386 on the 24th ; the minimum, 29 "4 13,on the
29th, the month's range consequently "973 of an inch. The greatest movement
in any 24 hours was a rise of + '389 of an inch on the 30th. On only 7 other
days did it exceed one-fifth of an inch. Steady high barometrical pressure
with moderate fluctuations,and small extreme range,characterised this month.
TFijtcZ /o/'ce, 16 "64 lbs, was —21*21 lbs. below the May average. North-west
winds were recorded 48 times out of the 93 observations, and had 10*66 lbs,
of the total foi-ce. The strongest wind had only 2*60 lbs. pressure to the
square foot ; it occurred on the 30th, and was from the north-west. Calms
were 52 in number being
-f 9*20 above the average.
Temperaturem.e!xn, 52*98 degrees, was
-t-2*70 above the average. Only four
Mays, out of the previous 30, had a warmer mean. The maximum was 75
degrees on the 21st. The minimum 34 on the 14th. Wet-bulb mean was
49*30, being -1-2*22 above the average.
Daily Range of Temperature had the mean of 16*32 degrees, being -hl*16
above the average. The greatest on any day wfis 33 degrees on the 20th.
Solar Intensity mean, 78*31 degrees, was —3*56 below the average,
owing no doubt to the cloudy character of the month. The maximum was
100 on the 21st, the minimum 57 on the 8th.
Terrestrial Radiation mean, 41*15, was -f-l*84 above the average. The
lowest was recorded for the night, of the 30th, being 33 degrees. Often before
has it fallen below freezing point (32.
)
Elastic force of Vapour mean, 311, was + 9 above the average. It ranged
from 503 on the 2nd, to 197 on the 15th.
Humidity mean, 78, was 4- 2 above the average.
Rainfall "66 of an inch, was—1 *15 below the average. May 1870 was almost
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the same. It foil on 11 days, being —3'09 below the average. On only one day,
tlie 2'.>th, (lid sulticient (*2r>) fall to cleanse the surface channels. Snoia
covered Mount Wclliugtou and all the low hills about the city on the morn-
ing of the ."{Oth.
i>j)o)ita7}<ous ci'aporation was 1*20 inches.
Cloud Mean, G"G8, was + 1"18 above the average. At .35 out of the 93
records the sky was entirely over-clouded.
Ozone Mran, 5"8(>, was—1*44 below the average. No previous May record
had so small an amount.
Elcctricitij was almost confined to negative of a low tension, ranging from
1 to 5. There was only one positive with tension of 4. There were 7 nils. No
thunder heard or lightning seen during the month.
Tlie (Icdtlifi during the month were 33 being—7 (M4 less than the average of
the i)revious 14 years, and—G less than INIay 1870 had. Again the female deaths,
17 out of 33, jn-eponderated. Under one year old there were 3 deaths ; from
1 to 5, also 3 ; from 5 to 10, none ; from 10 to 15, one ; from 15 to 20, none.
In May 1870 there were 12 deaths under 20 years old. From 20 to GO the
deaths were 1 ; and at GO and all ages above the large proportion of IG, the
oldest being 84 years old. May 1870 had 17, the oldest being 90. In the
zymotic c/a.ss of diseases there were only 2 deaths from erysipelas ; one an
old man from a country district, the other a child only 2 years old. From
consumption there were 2 deaths, one a woman aged 50, a native of Switzer-
land, the other a girl of 14, daughter of a coal miner from the coal mines, Tax-
man's Peninsula, born in Tasmania. Her mother and a sister both died from
the same disease in Hospital some time before, so that probably the here-
ditary tendency in the family is strong. In the public Hosintal there were Q
deaths, inclusive of the girl from consumption. At the Cascades there were
5 deaths, three females aged 60, 74, 75, and two males aged 71 and 81. At
the Brickfields there was only one death, a man aged 72. There was only oue
Inquest^ a man aged 75 who died from natural causes.
